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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communications. Application filed 10/01/03. 



2. 



Claims 1-22 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 14, and 15, are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4 Claims 1-3, 6-8, and 10-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Morita et al., USPN 6,584,463 filed 7/10/02. 

In reference to independent claim 1, Morita teaches: 

The GUI program produces a still image file of the top scene and an attribute information 

file for each of video files lacking its still image file and attribute information file such as a file 

name, a file format, production data and hour, and the total number of frames for each of the files 

in the video file set, a digest setting table for storing matters set for the digest display, and a 

multi-icon setting table for storing matters set for producing still image file used to display the 

multi-icon. See column 5, lines 30-53. The reference does not explicitly state the accessing of a 

group, series, segment, and atom; however, the reference does provide the suggestion of a file 

name, a file format, production date, and the total number of frames for each of the files. The 

specific groups taught by Morita contain image files broken down into various segments and 

frames, which are similar to the segments and atoms within the claim language. Because the 

claimed limitations are to be given their broadest reasonable inteipretation within the scope of 
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the art, the image location methods of Morita provide a reasonable interpretation of the various 
parts of a media file. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have included the media file accessing methods of Morita to 
provide various segments with diverse designations to provide a straightforward way to locate 
the media data in predetermined positions based on a user preference. 

It is assumed that the total number of frames acquired at that time is N. From the values 
of H and W of the multi-icon setting table stored in the buffer, a product HxW is calculated, and 
the product is stored in the buffer. From that video file, M scene still images, still images of 
frame number 0, frame number (D+l) are extracted and stored in the buffer (compare to 
'converting the specified time T to a time T(seg) relative to said specified segment"). See 
column 9, lines 40-67. 

By using that still image file, the arranged still images are displayed in a predetermined 
position of the browsing window. See column 10, lines 1-17. The extracted images are based on 
a conversion or algorithm, which arranges M extracted still images in the order of tie axis to 
form one still image file (compare to 'converting said time Tseg to a data position relative to a 
specified atom corresponding to said specified segment, thereby locating . ."). The reference 
suggests a conversion for the direct location of a specific position within a media file. 
In reference to dependent claim 2, Morita teaches: 

It is assumed that the total number of frames acquired at that time is N. From the values 
of H and W of the multi-icon setting table stored in the buffer, a product HxW is calculated, and 
the product is stored in the buffer. From that video file, M scene still images, still images of 
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frame number 0, frame number (D+l) are extracted and stored in the buffer. See column 9, lines 
40-67. 

In reference to dependent claim 3, Morita teaches: 

By using that still image file, the arranged still images are displayed in a predetermined 
position of the browsing window as a multi-icon having still images arranged lengthwise. One of 
the multi-icons having still images arranged lengthwise is enlarged and illustrated. M still images 
having respective frame numbers are arranged to form one still image file. See column 10, lines 
40-53. 

In reference to dependent claim 6, Morita teaches: 

By using that still image file, the arranged still images are displayed in a predetermined 
position of the browsing window. See column 10, lines 1-17. The extracted images are based on 
a conversion or algorithm, which arranges M extracted still images in the order of tie axis to 
form one still image file (compare to ' converting said time Tseg to a data position relative to a 
specified atom corresponding to said specified segment, thereby locating. . ."). The reference 
suggests a conversion for the direct location of a specific position within a media file. 
In reference to dependent claim 7, Morita teaches: 

It is assumed that the total number of frames acquired at that time is N. From the values 
of H and W of the multi-icon setting table stored in the buffer, a product HxW is calculated, and 
the product is stored in the buffer. From that video file, M scene still images, still images of 
frame number 0, frame number (D+l) are extracted and stored in the buffer. See column 9, lines 
40-67. 
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In reference to dependent claim 8, Morita teaches: 

By using that still image file, the arranged still images are displayed in a predetermined 
position of the browsing window as a matrix-shaped multi-icon. See column 10, lines 5-10. 
In reference to dependent claim 10, Morita teaches: 

By using that still image file, the arranged still images are displayed in a predetermined 
position of the browsing window as a multi-icon having still images arranged lengthwise. See 
column 10, lines 40-54. 

In reference to dependent claim 11, Morita teaches: 

If the digest setting menu is selected, then the digest setting table is read out from the 
external storage device and stored in the buffer. See column 10, lines 55-67. 
In reference to dependent claim 12 and 13, Morita teaches: 

Those M still images are read out, arranged in the order of time axis, and produced as one 
still image file. As for the arrangement in the order of time axis, there are three kinds and the 
user can select at any time. See column 9, lines 60-67. 

In reference to claim 14, the claim recites the apparatus for carrying out the methods of 
independent claim 1 and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 

In reference to claim 15, the claim recites the system comprising computer readable instructions 
used for performing the methods as claimed in independent claim 1, and therefore is rejected 
under similar rationale. 

In reference to claims 16-22, the claims recite similar methods to those recited in claims 1-3, 6- 
8, 10-13, and therefore are rejected under similar rationale. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4, 5, and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Fiveash et al., USPN 6,717,591 filed 8/31/00 

Brewer et al, USPN 6,661,430 filed 10/9/97 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Ludwig whose telephone number is 703-305-8043. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 703-308-5465. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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